
 

The impact of hurricanes and flooding disasters on hymenopterid-inflicted
injuries

   
   
   
Abstract:

Insect bites and stings, often complicated by allergic reactions or skin infections with community-acquired
pathogens, are common sources of morbidity following hurricanes and flooding disasters. The
hymenopterids are the most commonly stinging arthropods to cause allergic reactions, and include bees,
wasps, and ants. To assess the evolving epidemiology of hymenopterid-inflicted injuries, and the impact of
hurricanes and flooding disasters on hymenopterid-inflicted injuries in the United States, an epidemiological
analysis of the scientific literature on hymenopterid stings and allergic sting reactions was conducted by
MEDLINE search, 1966-2006. The increasing incidence of hymenopterid-inflicted injuries following
hurricanes and flooding disasters was described. Common immunological reactions to
hymenopterid-inflicted injuries were stratified by clinical severity and outcome. Current recommendations for
management, prevention, and prophylaxis of hymenopterid-inflicted injuries were presented. Hymenopterid
stings and allergic reactions remain common indications for emergency department visits, especially
following hurricanes and flooding disasters. Unrecognized anaphylactic reactions to hymenopterid stings
remain significant causes of unanticipated deaths outdoors in young people. Disaster planners and
managers are obliged to alert regional healthcare providers of the increased risks of hymenopterid-inflicted
injuries following flooding disasters and to assure that emergency drug formularies are properly stocked to
treat hymenopterid-inflicted injuries.

Source: Ask your librarian to help locate this item.   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
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 Extreme Weather Event

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 United States

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury, Other Health Impact

Other Health Impact: Hymenopterid stings

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Other Vulnerable Population: Adult males

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  
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time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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